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MISSION STATEMENT  
 

 “The Mission of IACC is to unite together 

believers in Jesus Christ for worship, pray-

er, instruction, fellowship, service and 

evangelism for the advancement of the 

Kingdom of God. The Church shall make 

the will of God, as revealed through the 

Holy Scriptures, preeminent in the lives of 

men individually and collectively.” 
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eration, there have been indi-

viduals who have appointed 

themselves as “The Guardians 
of the Faith” and the sniffers-

out of heresy. It is important 

to remember that it was a 

group of religious fanatics who 
put Jesus to death. 

 

In the Roman Empire, there 

were some magistrates who 

were called “Censors” who 
were charged with the task of 

supervising public morals. It 

was a great honor to be named 

a Censor because it meant that 
one was morally a cut-above 

others. The position was high-

ly coveted and was auctioned 

off at huge prices.  

 
Evidently, the concept of the 

Censor, with its connotation of 

moral superiority, made its 

way into the Medieval Church. 

Jesus strongly condemned the 
practice of judging others. In 

his famous “Sermon on the 

Mount,” Jesus told people to 

refrain from judging the ac-
tions of others by emphatically 

stating, “Judge not others lest 

you be judged.” I enjoy Jesus’ 

sense of humor when he told 

people who loved to criticize 
others, “Why do you quickly 

notice  the tiny speck in your 

brother’s eye, but overlook the 

large log that is protruding 
from your eye?” 

 

According to the teachings of 

Jesus, judging and criticizing 

others’ actions and behavior is 
a deadly vice that His disciples 

Robert Burns, the famous 

Scottish poet, went to church 

one day and sat behind a lady 
who had dressed very elegant-

ly. Then he noticed a bug 

crawling on her shoulder and 

concluded that we never look 
at ourselves as others look at 

us. We prefer our own self-

portrait. 

 

The truth is that we humans 
are evaluating beings; we eval-

uate ourselves and evaluate 

each other. However, some 

people don’t stop with mere 
evaluation; they go further and 

either approve or condemn. 

There seems to be some urge 

within us to belittle the other 

guy, to show him to be weaker 
or worse than ourselves. 

 

The urge to condemn becomes 

especially powerful if we think 

of ourselves as being on God’s 
side. The religious bigot is very 

dangerous because he con-

demns others due to his belief 

that by persecuting others, he 
is rendering God a great ser-

vice. 

 

Throughout history, it has 

been considered virtuous to 
criticize and condemn other 

peoples’ moral behavior and 

doctrinal beliefs. In every gen-

Rev. George Terian, Senior Pastor  
and followers must avoid. 

When people attempt to police 

the behavior of others, they 
stop focusing on their own 

shortcomings. The more I look 

at the sins of others, the less 

aware I become of my own 
sins. 

 

When a person is condemned 

for his errors, he may become a 

rebel. We humans have a built-
in defense mechanism. When 

we are criticized, we rush to de-

fend our position. The attack 

does not help us change our 
position; it only entrenches us 

more deeply within it. 

 

Have you noticed how Jesus 

dealt with the obvious sinners 
of his day? To the prostitutes, 

tax collectors and thieves, he 

simply said, “I do not condemn 

you; go and sin no more.” 

 
Jesus’ method for motivating 

people to be moral and honest, 

was the method of affirmation. 

Jesus believed that every per-
son had a spark of decency in 

them, and by affirming that 

basic goodness, He showed 

that they had  the potential of 

becoming upright people. 
 

God has not called us to sniff- 

out the wrong things in others; 

He has called us to discover the 
good in them, and to point 

them to what they can become 

by His grace. 

 

George Terian, 
Senior Pastor 

Affirmation  
Versus  

Condemnation 
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RALLY SUNDAY & MARGARET ARZOIAN FUND LUNCHEON 

What an amazing celebration 
on September 18, 2022, “IACC 
Rally Sunday!” A great worship 
service with an English mes-
sage from Rev. George Terian, 
“Involvement or Avoidance?” 
and Armenian message, “The 
Names We Bear”. During wor-
ship, we had the privilege to 
hear beautiful hymns performed 
by the talents of Arpi Aintablian. 

Following the worship service, 
we had a luncheon in support of 
the “Margaret Arzoian Missions 
Endowment Fund”.  In her 
opening remarks, Rosemary  
Saatjian, Council Moderator, 
thanked all those who dedicat-
ed their time and effort to make 
this wonderful celebration pos-
sible. Jo Ann Ohanesian, Dea-
coness, spoke about Margaret 
Arzoian and her faithful service 
to IACC.  Among the guests of 
the luncheon were the family of 
Margaret Arzoian, and many 
friends who cherish her 
memory and her dedication and 
longtime service to Immanuel. 
The luncheon was underwritten 
by Mr. & Mrs. Alan Arzoian in 
memory of their mother, side by 
side with other handful of spon-
sors who made it possible to 
raise new funds for the mis-
sions.  

The luncheon continued with 
captivating musical selections by 
Arpi Aintablian.  
 
Dr. Hrag Marganian introduced 
Rev. Dr. Vartkes Kassouni who 
spoke about “God’s Promises” 
and how God surprises us by us-
ing unconventional methods.  
 

With Rally Sunday, let us renew 
our commitment for IACC’s min-
istry. Let us be part of its story in 
the coming days and months.  
Thanks to all who set aside time 
to come together and celebrate. 
What a great time of fellowship 
you enabled by your presence! 

Jo Ann Ohanesian 

Soloist, Arpi Aintablian 

Dr. Hrag Marganian 

Rev. Dr. Vartkes Kassouni 
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Women’s Spiritual Fellowship  

Along with the AEWF West Coast, we 
will begin our study on the book, 
“Raised Together—The Study of Colos-
sians” by Gloria Furman.  We will ex-
plore themes of foundational Christian 
doctrine, verse-by-verse.  Learn who 
Christ is, who you are in Him, and how 
to grow and mature in your faith. 
 

Pauls’ letter to the church at Colossae 
encourages believers to live out the re-
ality of the doctrine of Christ—He is God, 
He is supreme, and He is sufficient.  We 
have been buried with Him and raised 
to life with Him as new creations knit 
together in love. 

10 am breakfast, 11 am study 
 

CALENDAR   
 

September 24, 2022   

October 22, 2022 

November 19, 2022 

December 17, 2022 

January 21, 2023  

February 18, 2023 

March 18, 2023  

April 15, 2023 

May 27, 2023 

Ladies Aid Ice Cream Social 
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AEUNA  LUNCHEON  

Sunday, October 16, 2022, following Worship Service.  

Please contact the church office with your RSVP.   

$20 per person. 

ARMENIAN CULTURE  
APPRECIATION MONTH 

 

Reformation  
Sunday  

October 30, 2022 

Thanksgiving  Luncheon   
Sunday, November 20, 2022 

 

Worship Service  -  11:00am  

Luncheon  - 12:00 pm. 
 

More info will follow 

Christmas Sing A-Long  

& POTLUCK LUNCHEON 

Sunday, December 11, 2022 

 

 Fellowship 

 Food 

 Gift exchange 

 Games 

  

Ladies Aid Christmas  

Bake Sale 

Delicious pastries will be sold just 

in time for Christmas! 
 

December 18, 2022  
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July 
Alice Terian, Jim Surmeian,  

Sona Minakian 
 
 

Not pictured:   

Jo Ann Ohanesian 

September  
 
 
 

Not pictured:   

Debbie Fermanian 
 

 

God’s Survival Kit 
 

Pack of Gum 

To remind you God will always stick with you. 

Hebrews 10:23  -  “Let us hold unswervingly to the hope we profess, for he who promised is faithful.” 

 
Chocolate Kisses 

To remind you of God’s love 

1 John 4:7  -  “Dear friends, let us love one another, for love comes from God. Everyone who loves has 

been born of God and knows God.” 

 
Tootsie Rolls 

To remind you God is always there even when you bite off more than you can chew 

Psalms 9:9  -  “The Lord is a refuge for the oppressed, a stronghold in times of trouble.” 

 
Starburst 

To give you a burst of energy to continue you walk with God 

Colossians 1:29  -  “To this end I strenuously contend with all the energy Christ so powerfully works in 

me.” 

 
Snickers 

To remind you that God has a sense of humor. 

John 15:11  -  “I have told you this so that my joy may be in you and that your joy may be complete.” 
 

 

All this is assembled to remind you of God’s love for you. 

August 
 

Tyler Fermanian, Patti Parrish, 
Janeen Dinkel, Julian Deyan 

 
 

Not pictured:   

Kayla Fermanian 
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We will continue with our efforts to keep IACC’s buildings and grounds looking their best. Our Lord 
and our congregation deserve it as do our visitors who come and praise Him with joy.  Please keep 
an eye on your surroundings and contact the church office to let them know if you see any needed 
repairs.  
 

To maintain the grounds and to beautify our Lord’s house, the following items have been taken care 
of to date: 
 

1. 8 new security cameras were installed throughout the church grounds. 
2. New exterior paint on both buildings. 
 

Melik Kumjian 
Chair,  Board of Trustees 
 
 

 

Current pending church repairs: 
 Paint the interior narthex and sanctuary 

 Repair trash receptacle door  
 

We will proceed with these projects dependent on funding and final approvals. 

Dear Church Members: 
 
Those of you who have 
been attending IACC for 
many years probably re-
member when the congre-
gation moved from its Los 
Angeles location to its cur-
rent address in Downey.  It 
was, I am sure, bittersweet 
to leave your church home 
but there is joy in looking to 
the future, change and an-
ticipation.  The majesty of 
the structure and the memo-
ries made, may have paled 
in comparison to the adven-
ture of creating a new 
church home.  This current 
structure is the result of 
changes to the front facade 
of the original building and 
an addition of the social hall; 
trees planted in the medium 
of the parking lot and then 
removed due to the damage 
caused by the tree roots to 
the cement.  Improvements 
made to better suit our use 
and to beautify our sur-
roundings.  

 As with all things, wear and 
tear give way to much need-
ed repairs and even renova-
tion.  It takes careful steward-
ship to protect Christ's 
church and the many Coun-
cils that have served over the 
years are all too familiar with 
the need to repair.  We can 
never lose heart about our 
church's needs and grateful-
ly, when the time arose for 
expensive work, the funds in 
our Building Fund and the 
support of our congregation 
have stood tall.   
 
As the fable of the rabbit and 
the hare teaches us, constant 
attention to the goal is re-
quired to achieve suc-
cess.  Slowly we have been 
addressing the required re-
pairs.  We have installed new 
air conditioning equipment 
that services the social hall.  
The entire Social Hall, Nar-
thex and Kitchen received 
new flooring and paint.  Our 
social hall east wall facing the 
courtyard had years of dam-
age change water pooling 

against the building due to 
erosion and ground settling 
which caused rain water run 
off to penetrate the outer 
wall.  A new drain in the 
concrete, running parallel to 
the building was installed. 
We have installed 8 new se-
curity cameras.  Both build-
ings received a new coat of 
paint and damaged wood 
was repaired.   
 

Continuing to maintain our 
church is our joy and brings 
the vision of God not to us 
but through us.  We must 
not waiver from our obliga-
tion but always remember 
that God expects us to take 
care of the building He has 
given us to worship and 
your continued support in 
that regard is vital.  We ap-
preciate all you do to sup-
port IACC and her existence 
and pray for your continued 
attention and support. Come 
back to church!  
  
Sincerely,  
Rosemary Saatjian,  
Moderator 
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BRIAN ARZOIAN passed away 

on Sunday, September 18, 2022. 

His family were long time mem-

bers of our church.  He was the 

son of Harry & Margaret Arzoian.  

Funeral services will be held on 

October 6, 2022 at 10:30 am at 

Forest Lawn Hollywood Hills.  

The family is requesting that in 

lieu of flowers donations be sent 

to Immanuel Church, “Margaret 

Arzoian Endowment Fund”. 

 
MAGGIE ANDERSON passed 

away on September 25, 2022 at 

age 94.  She was an active 

member of our church for many 

years.  Funeral arrangements 

are pending. 

MARGARET ARZOIAN  

ENDOWMENT FUND  

LUNCHEON  UNDERWRITER 

Alan & Karen Arzoian 

 
MARGARET ARZOIAN 

ENDOWMENT FUND  

LUNCHEON  SPONSORS 

Levon Baroutjian 

Marie Birebirian 

Barbara Gasparian 

Rev. Dr. Vartkes Kassouni 

Melik & Marlen Kumjian 

Dr. Hrag Marganian 

Ohannes & Jeanette 

Melkonian 

Minakian Family 

Jo Ann Ohanesian 

Patti Parrish 

Rev. George & Alice Terian 

Peter & Melanie Vetrano 

 
MARGARET ARZOIAN  

ENDOWMENT FUND  

LUNCHEON  DONATIONS 

Baghdo &  Lisa Khojikian 

Carol Noorigian 

 

DONATION TOWARDS THE 

COST OF INSTALLATION OF 

NEW SECURITY CAMERAS 

Dr. Hrag Marganian 

 

To strengthen the ministry of our 
church and to help nurture faith, 
stewardship and a deep sense of mis-
sion, we welcome the following 
gifts, with thanks: 

DONATIONS 

Vahe & Chris Ashkarian 

Souzi Baghdikian 

Aris & Betty Ghazarian 

Hagop Semerjian 

 
IN CELEBRATION OF  

ALICE TERIAN’S BIRTHDAY 

Rev. George & Alice Terian 

 
N LOVING MEMORY OF 

ELIZABETH MARKARIAN  

KIRAZIAN 

Michael & Linda Neubauer 

 
IN LOVING MEMORY  

RON DINKEL 

Janeen Dinkel 

 
IN LOVING MEMORY OF 

ANUSH & QUEENIE  

KAZARIAN 

Janeen Dinkel 

 
IN LOVING MEMORY OF  

ALBERT & VIOLET 

KARAGOZIAN 

Raymond & Denise Savoian 

 
IN LOVING MEMORY OF 

LEVON BIREBIRIAN  

Todd & Rosanna Moreland 

 
Continued 

IN LOVING MEMORY OF 

FLORA GARAKIAN 

Terry Garton 

George & Marsha Zakaroff 

 A  STORY OF JOHN #60 
 

I remember thinking on that saddest of 

days.     Why was the head of the Sanhed-

rin approaching the cross of Jesus? 

I wanted to tell him to you have received 

leave. He had no place  

on this sacred ground….. 

But no…I felt at that moment the heart 

of Jesus resounds in me… 

Maybe Ciplas wanted to apologize…

Maybe the head of the Sanhedrin  

realized his great sin… 

No…the anger was still there… 

‘Save yourself as you saved others.  

Deliver your sisters and brothers from 

the Roman oppression’.  I suppose that 

was his manner of confession.   

I remember Caiphas shaking his head as 

he brushed past me.  A smile suddenly 

pursed my lips… In three days you will 

see…...You will see what you sadly would 

never believe…JESUS 
 

Written by: Peter Vetrano 
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The quarterly publication of Immanuel 
Armenian Congregational Church.  

 
The 2022 editorial staff includes:  

Rev. George Terian   
Debbie Fermanian  
Rosemary Saatjian 

 
For additional information or article 

submissions,  
please write to:  

 
IACC, 9516 Downey Avenue, Downey 

California 90240 
(562) 862-7012 

 

E-mails:  
pastor@immanuelacc.org,  
office@immanuelacc.org 

Website: www.immanuelacc.org 

WEBSITE AND FACEBOOK 
 

Visit our website at www.immanuelacc.org  
for up-to-date information.  

Follow us on Facebook,  
“Immanuel Armenian Congregational Church”,  

“Immanuel Church Downey”  

We still have Anniversary 
Booklets and Rosters availa-
ble!  If you would like to pur-
chase one, please contact the 
church office.  $20 donation. 

Armenian Children’s Bible 
Story Book in Western Ar-
menian.  Published by the 
AEUNA.   
$10 donation.  Contact the 
church office for your 
copy. 

AVAILABLE FOR PURCHASE 

The Armenian Missionary Association of America and the 

2022 Banquet Co-Chairs, Mr. & Mrs. Vahram & Lucienne 

Aynilian, invite you to save-the-date and join us in Octo-

ber for the 103rd AMAA Annual Meeting Banquet.   Addi-

tional details to follow over the coming months. For 

more information, please email info@amaa.org.  

DAYLIGHT SAVINGS ENDS 


