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Mission Statement  

of IACC 
 

 “The Mission of IACC is to 
unite together believers in 
Jesus Christ for worship, pray-
er, instruction, fellowship, 
service and evangelism for the 
advancement of the Kingdom 
of God. The Church shall 
make the will of God, as re-
vealed through the Holy 
Scriptures, preeminent in the 
lives of men individually and 
collectively.” 

 Pastor’s Message                                                                                              Rev. George Terian 

On April 12, we will cele-
brate the glorious resur-
rection of Jesus Christ. 
According to the Apostle 
Paul, the doctrine of the 
resurrection is the founda-
tion on which our entire 
Christian faith is built. “If 
Christ is not risen, 
then our preaching 
is useless, and your 
faith is worth-
less” (1 Corinthi-
ans 15:14). To fur-
ther emphasize the 
importance of the 
resurrection, Paul 
says that if Christ is 
not risen, then the 
whole human race re-
mains condemned be-
cause of sin, and those 
who have died are eternal-
ly lost. But the good news 
is that “Christ is risen 
from the dead and has 
become the first fruits of 
those who have fallen 
asleep” (1 Corinthians 
15:20). 
 

Let me briefly enumerate 
the good results of Jesus’ 
resurrection. 
 

1.Our Sins Are Forgiven. 
All our moral failures, 
problems, bad decisions 
and mistakes are forgiven, 
and their record erased. 
“Christ has wiped away 

the damning evidence of 
broken laws and has com-
p l e t e l y  a n n u l l e d 
it”  (Colossians 2:13). Je-
sus paid the full penalty 
for our sins. When Jesus 
declared, “It is finished,” 
before His death on the 

cross, He meant that His 
task of providing a perfect 
atonement for human sin 
has been completed. 
“There is now no condem-
nation for those who are in 
Christ” (Romans 8:1). 
 

2. Our Salvation Is Secure. 
“If you confess with your 
mouth the Lord Jesus and 
believe in your heart that 
God has raised Him from 
the dead, you will be 
saved” (Romans 10:9). 
The resurrection verified 
and confirmed Jesus’ sav-
ing power. 
 

The jeering crowd that 
surrounded the cross, 
mocked Jesus by saying, 

“If you are truly the Son of 
God, come down of that 
cross.” They demanded 
that Jesus display His pow-
er. In reality, Jesus was 
planning to do something 
far more powerful and 
more spectacular than 

what they could 
have imagined. On 
the third day, follow-
ing His death, He 
was going to demon-
strate His real power 
by bursting trium-
phantly from the 
rock-hewn tomb to 
prove who He 
claimed to be. 

 

3.We Are Empowered to 
Become Overcomers. In 
Ephesians 1:19-20, we are 
given the assurance that 
the same power that raised 
Jesus from the dead is now 
available for us to help us 
change bad habits, let go 
of grudges, heal our hurts 
and free us from the en-
slavement of sin. This is 
why we can say with Paul, 
“I can do all things through 
Christ who strengthens 
me” (Philippians 4:13). The 
resurrection of Christ 
proved that God keeps His 
promises. 
 

Rev. George Terian 
Senior Pastor 

DUE TO THE CURRENT COVID-19 PANDEMIC AND UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE, 

REV. TERIAN’S ARMENIAN & ENGLISH SERMONS WILL BE LIVE-STREAMED ON 

FACEBOOK ON THE  “IMMANUEL CHURCH DOWNEY”  PAGE, EVERY SUN-

DAY MORNING AT 11:00 A.M.  THE SERMONS WILL BE POSTED.   
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CHURCH NEWS                                   Immanuel   

        SUNDAY SCHOOL 
A  daily insight written by Norman Vincent Peale in his book titled Positive Thinking For every Day Of The Year, 
shares that “faith will cancel out fear”.   He writes, “build up our faith, protect it and live by it”.  He prays, “Our 
Heavenly Father, we thank You for the great power of Christ.  We pray that it may come now, in this moment, in 
the mind and the body and the soul of each of us, that we may learn how to find real inner security and how to 
turn off fear.  Through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.” 
 

Gods promises  
Isaiah 33:2 NIV 
Lord, be gracious to us; we long for you.  Be our strength every morning, our salvation in time of distress. 

 
Lisa Khojikian 
Sunday School Superintendent 

January’s Bible Study was led by 
Renee Agajanian.  She delivered her 
message on the topic of, “In God We 
Trust” based on Proverbs 3:5-6.   
 

COOKING CLASS 
On January 22, 2020, Donna 
Meketarian  taught and 
shared her recipe on how to 
make “Quiche”.   Many deli-
cious variations were made!  
Thank you Donna! 
 
 
 

The next cooking class 
will be held on Wednes-
day, April 29, 2020, un-
less otherwise noted.  
Anita Tokatlian will show 
us how to make, “Nazook”. 

The February study was led by Alice 
Terian who spoke about, “When to  
Love, What to Love, Who to Love, 
Why to Love” based on Roman’s 13:9-
10. 
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Immanuel                                                 CHURCH NEWS                                   

Sunday, January 5, 2020, Rev. Berdj Djambazian, Minister to the AEUNA, blessed Rev. 
George Terian as the new pastor of IACC.  We welcome Rev. Terian and Alice to IACC! 

 

 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                



Page 4 

HOMECOMING                                    Immanuel                                                  

On Sunday, January 19, 2020, the Gabriel-Gasparian-
Kardashian family hosted the first Homecoming.  Many 
family members were present and spoke about their his-
tory with IACC.  During the Worship Service, Harry 
Bagramian, Jr., great-grandson of Barbara Gasparian,  
sang a beautiful worship song. Gabriella Gasparian and 
Gina Gasparian, granddaughters of Barbara’s, on vocal 
and guitar, also performed during the worship service 
and social hour.  
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Immanuel                                                  HOMECOMING  

Sunday, March 15, 2020 marked the day of the second Homecoming from the Kas-

parian-Shahabian-Beeson-Kazarian families.  Many were in attendance and family 

members spoke about their history with IACC.  During the Worship Service, Jim 

Beeson, son of Jean Beeson, sang a beautiful rendition of “Amazing Grace”.  Madison 

Kotanjian, grand-daughter of Rosemary Saatjian, showed her talent at the piano with 

two entertaining pieces during the social hour. 
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Ladies Aid   -  a note from the President 

Ladies Aid would like to thank all the people who helped 
set up, brought or baked goods, helped sell and cleaned 
up after our Christmas Bake sale. It was appreciated very 
much.  
 

We would also like to thank the members and friends 
who purchased Christmas poinsettias plants. All proceeds 
go to support our three adopted children through the 
AMAA. 
 

We would also like to thank all who helped set up, 
brought food and cleaned up on the occasion of welcom-
ing the arrival of our senior pastor and his wife: Badveli 
George and Alice Terian. 
 

We appreciate everything you do. May God Bless You Al-
ways. 
 
JoAnn Ohanesian 
Ladies Aid President  

BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
 
 
We will continue with our efforts to keep IACC’s 
buildings and grounds looking their best. Our Lord 
and our congregation deserve it as do our visitors 
who come and praise Him with joy.   Please keep 
an eye on your surroundings and contact the 
church office to let them know if you see any need-
ed repairs.   
 

1. The roof continues with repairs. 
2. The front monument sign has been repaired. 
3. The church building has and will continue to 

have a deep cleaning. 
 
 

Melik Kumjian 
Board of Trustees 

A STORY OF JOHN #49 

 

I  CELEBRATE JESUS’ BIRTHDAY TODAY 

AS I HAVE  EVERY YEAR  EVER SINCE 

 I SAW HIM ASCEND 

TO HIS FATHER IN HEAVEN. 

 

BIRTHDAY CELEBRATIONS ARE NOT A PART OF OUR 

TRADITION BUT I AM SOMEWHAT REBELLIOUS SO I  

INDEED DO CELEBRATE BY FASTING AND OFFERING 

PRAYERS OF THANKSGIVING AND BY TEARS. 

 

EVEN THOUGH JESUS WAS TRANSFIGURED BEFORE 

MY  EYES, IT IS STILL DIFFICULT FOR ME TO REALIZE 

THAT FOR THREE YEARS, I AND MY DEAREST 

FRIENDS , WALKED WITH THE CREATOR OF THE 

UNIVERSE SIDE BY SIDE. 

I WAS PRESENT WHEN JESUS VOLUNTARILY GAVE 

HIS LIFE TO SAVE US FROM OUR SINS. 

I WITNESSED  HIS LIFE AFTER DEATH AND  

HIS ASCENSION TO HEAVEN. 

 

I AM WHAT I WAS ALWAYS MEANT TO BE…A FISHER-

MAN IN THE SEA OF GALILEE. 

YET JESUS CHOSE ME TO 

 BE ONE OF HIS TWELVE. 

SUCH AN HONOR…I  PRAY THAT I HAVE BEEN A 

WORTHY AND FAITHFUL SERVANT. 

 

THAT IS WHY…SO FERVENTLY, 

 

WITH YOUR ANGELS ,YOUR BIRTHDAY,TODAY, 

LORD, I CELEBRATE. 

THANK YOU,JESUS… 

THANK YOU FOR THIS SPECIAL BIRTH  DATE. 

 

 

 

WRITTEN AND SUBMITTED 

BY PETER VETRANO 

 

CHURCH NEWS                                  Immanuel 



 

Immanuel EVENTS  

 Rally Sunday, September 20, 2020 

Social Hour:  1:00 PM                  Dinner:  2:00 PM 
 

Quiet Cannon Banquet Hall 
Sunset Room 

901 Via San Clemente 
Montebello, California 

 

Keynote Speaker:  to be determined  

Vocal Performance by:  The Ketenjian Family         

    

 More information will follow as event gets closer         

9 years 

- IMMANUEL - 

GOD WITH US 

* RESCHEDULED * 



 

The quarterly publication of Immanuel Armenian Congregational Church.  
 

The 2020 editorial staff includes: Rev. George Terian, Debbie Fermanian and Rosemary Saatjian. 
 

For additional information or article submissions, please write to:  
 

Immanuel Church, 9516 Downey Avenue, Downey California 90240 
 

Phone: (562) 862-7012, Fax: (562) 862-4748  

Immanuel EVENTS  

 

Saturday,  May 9, 2020,  11:30 am 

Mother’s Day Luncheon 

Monday,  May 25, 2020 

 

MORE INFORMATION TO FOLLOW AS EVENT GETS CLOSER 



JACK BIREBIRIAN 
1936 - 2020 

   Jack Birebirian was born on Feb-
ruary 15, 1936 in Los Angeles and 
was the second son of Jake and 
Rose Birebirian and the brother of 
Levon Birebirian. L.A. was always 
home for Jack; from primary 
school through high school where 
he would achieve the rank of Lieu-
tenant Colonel in Belmont High 
School’s ROTC program.  
   Upon graduating high school, 
Jack was a disciplined young man 
with a heart full of adventure and 
compassion. This led him to attend 
UC Davis with an interest in being  
a veterinarian. While navigating 
through his educational options at 
UC Davis, he foreshadowed his 
later years of church leadership as 
he became very involved in the 
school’s Christian organization; 
eventually becoming President. It 
was at this time that he considered 
pursuing a life in the ministry be-
fore ultimately following the path 
that led to his graduation from UC 
Davis with a Bachelor’s Degree in 
European History.  But a long 
drive from LA and a taste of the 
responsibilities that come with the 
young “adult life” and student 
leadership wasn’t enough to sati-
ate his yearning for adventure. So, 
after graduation, he enlisted in the 
US Air Force.   
   After boot camp, he requested to 
be stationed overseas in Greece 
because he had family there.  
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Immanuel                                                    CONDOLENCES 

Luckily, that request was granted. 
While stationed in Greece he had a 
bit of a language barrier when he 
would visit with his family.  He un-
derstood Armenian quite well, but 
speaking it was a different story. 
In typical Armenian fashion, his 
aunt had a church friend who had 
a daughter that spoke English and 
asked her if she could interpret for 
them. That interpreter was Marie 
Agopian, and on February 23, 
1963, they were married.   
   They remained in Greece until 
the end of 1964 when he received 
orders to return to the U.S., to be 
stationed in Savannah, Georgia.  
Within a year, his contract ended, 
and he was honorably discharged 
from the Air Force.  
   His next adventure would be his 
greatest; Returning home to LA 
with his wife and young daughter, 
Rosanna, to establish roots and 
become the loving, generous, and 
wise family man. To him, he felt 
blessed with Marie, their two chil-
dren – Rosanna, and Jake, 7 
grandchildren, and 3 great-
grandchildren. The family was 
blessed with a man that would 
stop what he was doing at the drop 
of a hat to come babysit his grand-
kids and teach them how to play 
monopoly. Blessed with a man 
who would take in his son’s family 
of 7 for months during their 
home’s remodel. And blessed with 
a man who would make THE BEST 
waffles ever tasted. 
   Jack spent his working years 
first in retail management, until an 
injury prevented him from contin-
uing that line of work, and then 
teaching, where he found that he 
had a true gift. He taught comput-
er languages at an adult education 
school for 15 years before retiring. 
He eventually became part of the 
administration team.  
   Outside of his careers, he volun-
teered his time to help his church, , 

Immanuel Armenian Congrega-
tional Church, holding a position 
as treasurer for 15 years. He was 
also the family’s tax man, sparing 
all the headaches of figuring out 
the taxes and how to navigate 
dealing with the IRS. And, his 
sense of adventure never faded. 
He saw much more of the world 
than most people ever will. Travel-
ling became one of his greatest 
passions. But, it wasn’t just travel-
ling itself that he loved, it was the 
way he did it. Just going to see 
new places throughout the world 
wasn’t enough; he had to share 
the experience with others. The 
more family and friends and po-
tential new friends, the better. 
And, he would go to great lengths 
to make sure that others could 
explore the world with him. His 
generosity and love for others 
knew no bounds. 
  Jack was a quiet man, but he 
had the ability to draw people 
around him in with his smile.  His 
laughter was abrupt, contagious, 
and often.  And he always looked 
at the glass half-full. He showed 
this when he was going through 
chemotherapy, always going in 
with a smile. And during his last 
days in the hospital, that smile 
brought in nurses not even as-
signed to him because it would 
make their day. The joy and com-
fort that he could bring by some-
thing as simple as a smile, or that 
look he would get on his face 
when he was giving a light-
hearted lesson before bursting 
into laughter will be imprinted on 
hearts forever. 
  Jack’s life’s lesson to his family 
was that, we get one life and to 
make the most of it. Robert Louis 
Stevenson once wrote, “that man 
is a success who has lived well, 
laughed often, and loved much.” 
I’m pretty sure he wrote that Jack 
Birebirian, in mind. 



To strengthen the ministry of 
our church and to help nurture 
faith, stewardship and a deep 
sense of mission, we welcome 
the following gifts, with 
thanks: 

In Loving Memory of 
Shakeh Hachikian 

Levon Baroutjian 
Anoush Birebirian 
Araxy Ekhsigian 
Vahan & Alyce Mashikian 
Sona Minakian 
Jo Ann Ohanesian 
Patti Parrish 
Anahid Terjimanian 
 

In Loving Memory of 
Mary Noorigian 

Levon Baroutjian 
Vartkes Ketenjian 
Mary Parigian 
Karen Parrish 
Patti Parrish 
Marshall & Marsha Zakaroff 
Justin & Donna Williams 
 

In Honor of Vahe & Chris 
Ashkarian’s 60th  

Wedding Anniversary 
Astrid Ashkarian 
 

In Honor of  
Rev. George Terian 

Anahid Terjimanian 
 

In Honor of  
Jack Birebirian’s  

Birthday 
Jo Ann Ohanesian 
 

In Honor of Agnes Gabriel, an 
Outstanding Role Model for 

Christian Women 
Brent & Lavonne Sherman 
 

Grateful to IACC for Love 
and Prayers During  

Illness & Convalescence  
Brent & Lavonne Sherman 
 

In Honor of the  
Kazarian Family 

Melvin & Regina Agajanian 

To the General Ledger 
Ronald & Goharik Gabriel 
Lillian Harootunian 
The Shahagian Family 
Margaret Whalen 
 

Christmas Donations 
Pinky Babajian 
Armen & Debbie Fermanian 
Barbara Gasparian 
Richard & Gayle Moore 
Jo Ann Ohanesian 
Sam & Ruth Proodian 
Dennis Simonian 
 

Christmas Joy Packages 
thru the AMAA 

Dicky Dodd 
Anahid Terjimanian 
 

In Loving Memory of  
Al Abajian 

Robert Ferraro 
 

In Loving Memory of  
Barkev & Araxi  

Baghdikian 
Michael & Pam Mooradian 
 

Continued 

In Loving Memory of 
Helen Arabian 

Albert Karagozian 
Ted & Ann Sarafian 

In Loving Memory of 
Jack Birebirian 

Sam Abekian 
Hermine Akmakjian 
Maggie Anderson 
Vahe & Chris Ashkarian 
Pinky Babajian 
Souzi Baghdikian 
Levon Baroutjian 
Anoush Birebirian 
Shant & Sylva Dergarzarian 
Araxy Ekhsigian 
Arsene & Sonia Euredjian 
Jill Fantom 
Jackie Farajian 
Vasken & Tamar Farajian 
Armen & Debbie Fermanian 
Violet Fermanian 
Barbara Gasparian 
Vartkes Ketenjian 
Baghdo & Lisa Khojikian 
Melik & Marlen Kumjian 
Christina Laleian 
Vahan & Alyce Mashikian 
Leah Miller 
Paul & Eunice Moreland 
Jo Ann Ohanesian 
Gayle Samarin 
Lorraine Sogomian 
Leon & Anoush Tchakalian 
Elly & Marie Tscaparian 
Peter & Melanie Vetrano 
Marshall & Marsha Zakaroff 
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