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Mission Statement  
 
 “The Mission of IACC is to unite together 
believers in Jesus Christ for worship, 
prayer, instruction, fellowship, service 
and evangelism for the advancement of 
the Kingdom of God. The Church shall 
make the will of God, as revealed 
through the Holy Scriptures, preeminent 
in the lives of men individually and col-
lectively.” 
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IACC’S goal is to lead people 

in a growing relationship with 

Jesus and to help them find 

their purpose in Him.  We 

know that God has a good 

plan for your life. 



 

  IMMANUEL                                                                                        Oct/Nov/Dec 2020                                                                                                                                      2 

It was for times like these that a precious song was written by Ruth Caye 
Jones and is titled, “In Times Like These.” She wrote the song at the 
height of World War II. Here is how it goes: “In times like these you need 
a Savior / In times like these you need an anchor \ Be very sure, be very 
sure / Your anchor holds and grips the Solid Rock! The chorus goes like 
this: This Rock is Jesus, Yes, He's the One / This Rock is Jesus, the 
only One! \ Be very sure, be very sure \ Your anchor holds and grips the 
Solid Rock!” 
 

THE SONG BEGINS, “IN TIMES LIKE THESE, YOU NEED A SAVIOR.” 
Why you need the Savior— Jesus Christ? First, because without Jesus, 
you are a sinner, guilty before a righteous God. Romans 3:23 says, “For 
all have sinned and come short of the glory of God.” You fall short of 
God’s standard of holiness. You are a sinner and God cannot allow sin 
in His presence. Second, we all need a Savior because of God’s judg-
ment. Jesus told a religious man named Nicodemus this in John 3:36 – 
“He who believes in the Son has everlasting life; and he who believes 
not in the Son, shall not see life; but the wrath of God abides on him.” 
It’s pretty black and white: Either you believe in Jesus as your Savior, 
and have everlasting life, or you have not believed in Jesus, and if so, 
God’s wrath is laid up in store for you. 
 
II. SECOND, IN TIMES LIKE THESE, YOU NEED SECURITY.  
The next phrase in the song says, “In times like these you need an an-
chor.” A ship’s anchor makes it steady and secure, even when the winds 
are howling around it and the waves are high and rough. In times of 
trouble and trial, where in this perilous world can we find security? The 
truth of the matter is that in this perilous world, NOTHING is secure.  
 
You have the security of Jesus’s presence. He said in Hebrews 13:5, “I 
will never leave you, nor forsake you.” If Jesus is your Savior, you have 
the security of knowing that He is with you to help and guide you no 
matter where you go, or what trials you go through. 
 
You also have the security that you will never have to fear God’s eternal 
judgment. Listen to His promise to those who have made Him their Sav-
ior. In John 10:28, Jesus says “I know my sheep and I give unto them 
eternal life; and they shall never perish, neither shall any man pluck 
them out of my hand.” If Jesus is your Savior, you are secure in Him. 
 
This pandemic has led to unprecedented isolation, loneliness, depres-
sion, and suffering. What an opportunity to be a blessing to those who 
need to find hope in the Savior and by being a friend to those who are 
lonely, and by encouraging the downhearted and by pointing people to 
Jesus and His Word. God help us to step up to our calling and serve 
Him and others.    

“This know also, that in the last days  
perilous times shall come.”- 2 Timothy 3:1  

 
We are indeed living in “perilous times,” much like Paul described them 
in our text. Perilous means “dangerous, hazardous.” 
 

Never in our lifetime have we faced anything like COVID-19. Many peo-
ple live in fear of catching the dreaded virus. COVID-19 has altered our 
lives, our recreational activities, our workplaces, our religious practices 
and how we shop. Washing our hands, always a good practice, is now a 
civic duty. We now hear words and phrases that we rarely if ever heard 
before: Coronavirus, pandemic, social distancing, community spread, 
herd immunity, flattening the curve, shelter in place, and personal pro-
tective equipment. 
 
I think we can agree that we are also in perilous times FINANCIALLY. 
Never in history has any country, not to mention countries around the 
world, willingly shut down their economies to a grinding halt. Praise God 
things are looking brighter now on the economic front, but we are by no 
means out the woods yet. Some are forecasting that a big Coronavirus 
spike in the Fall could lead to another lockdown, which could lead to a 
catastrophic downturn in the economy, wiping away all the gains that 
have been made in the last few months. We are living in perilous times. 
 
Some are worried sick about the upcoming election. Someone told me 
the other day, “Pastor, I’m SCARED! If so-and-so (the candidate she is 
not voting for) gets elected, I’m worried that America as we know it will 
end.” I’m usually not so pessimistic about elections if they don’t go my 
way because I remember that in every election, the opposing sides have 
said that if their opponent is elected, it would spell the end of our country 
as a democratic republic. Well, the republic is still around. The constitu-
tion our forefathers wrote has served well to keep us from going too far 
too fast in any single direction. But this particular election, with all the 
problems our country is facing, does seem different. We certainly need 
to pray for our country because we are living in perilous times. 
 
We also watch with alarm police shootings of unarmed men, the result-
ant lawlessness and mayhem from those who go beyond peaceful pro-
testing to wreak havoc in our cities, and the race-baiting and stoking of 
those tensions by the media. 
 
I won’t discuss the deterioration of society’s moral standards to the point 
where pre-marital sex is the norm; adultery is pervasive; and pornogra-
phy is the single largest and most profitable sector on the Internet. Not 
to mention gangs, street crime, the scourge of drugs in our land, and 
many more discouraging and worrisome developments in our society. 

Rev. George Terian 
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Beginning October 8, 2020, Thursday at 7 pm, Rev. 

Terian will begin a weekly Bible Study on Zoom 

which will focus on the book of Revelation be-

cause it is the most difficult book to understand. 

The interest in the Book of Revelation has recent-

ly peaked because it deals with last day events 

and Christ’s second coming. Revelation is the only 

book in the Bible that is written in symbolic lan-

guage. Most of the symbols are drawn from the 

Old Testament and the Talmud. A correct inter-

pretation of the prophecies of Revelation hinges 

on unlocking the meaning of the symbols.  

Please contact the church office by email at 

office@immanuelacc.org for the Zoom meeting 

ID#.  This ID# will be used for all future Bible 

Studies. 
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Please make every effort to attend our 
church services on these two Sundays; 
furthermore, we would like to urge you to 
invite your friends, relatives and ac-
quaintances to these two special events. 
We want to assure you that you will gain a 
wealth of information that will inspire you 
for the rest of your life. 
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WOMEN’S SPIRITUAL FELLOWSHIP ON ZOOM 
June 27, 2020, was led by a few participants. 
 

July 25, 2020 was led by Cynthia Ketenjian on the topic and Bible verse,  “Meditating on 

the Magnificent Word of God: - A study of Psalm 119”  
 

August 22, 2020 was led by Alice Terian on the topic and Bible verse, “You Have NO Right 

to Judge Me!: -  Matthew 7:1-12” 

Calendar for the remainder of the year on Zoom 
 

October 24, 2020 
November 21, 2020 
December 19, 2020 

Cynthia Ketenjian 

Alice Terian Do not judge, or you too will 

be judged.  For in the same 

way you judge others, you 

will be judged, and with the 

measure you use, it will be 

measured to you.  

Matthew 7: 1-2 
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DEDICATED TO DAVIDIAN 
 

His harmonica was always  
in his suit pocket 

at the ready in case someone  
would ask him to play. 

I wish someone could ask  
him to play today. 

 

Submitted and written by, 
Peter Vetrano 

IACC is proud to announce 

the launch of our new website 

and we are excited to present 

its new look. The pages are 

easy to navigate and provides 

a clear message about who 

we are and what we stand for. 

And, the website has a new 

online tool  -  “PayPal” which is 

a convenient and easy way to 

give your donations, pledges, 

tithing, etc. The website is also 

fully responsive on mobile de-

vices.  Check it out! 

www.immanuelacc.org 

 

We will continue with our efforts to keep IACC’s buildings and grounds looking their best. Our Lord 
and our congregation deserve it as do our visitors who come and praise Him with joy.  Please keep an 
eye on your surroundings and contact the church office to let them know if you see any needed repairs.  
  

1. A new contract with DCN has been extended. 
 

Melik Kumjian 
Board of Trustees 
Chair 

NEW WEBSITE 
NOW LIVE! 
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A while back I read a story of a visiting pastor who attended a men's 
breakfast in the middle of a rural farming area of the country. The 
group had asked an older farmer, decked out in bib overalls, to say 
grace for the morning breakfast. 

 "Lord, I hate buttermilk", the farmer began. The visiting pastor 
opened one eye to glance at the farmer and wonder where this was 
going. 

The farmer loudly proclaimed, "Lord, I hate lard."  Now the pastor was 
growing concerned. But without missing a beat, the farmer contin-
ued, 

 "And Lord, you know I don't much care for raw white flour". The pas-
tor once again opened an eye to glance around the room and saw 
that he wasn't the only one beginning to feel uncomfortable.  

Then the farmer added, "But Lord, when you mix them all together and 
bake them, I do love warm fresh biscuits. So Lord, when things come 
up that we don't like, when life gets hard, when we don't understand 
what you're saying to us, help us to just relax and wait until you are 
done mixing.  It will probably be even better than biscuits." 

                                                                                                           AMEN 
 

So, within that prayer there is great wisdom for all 
when it comes to complicated situations like we 
are experiencing in the world today. Stay strong, 
my friends, because our LORD is mixing several 
things that we don't really care for, but something 
even better is going to come when HE is done with 
it. 
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The quarterly publication of Immanuel Armenian  
Congregational Church.  

 

The 2020 editorial staff includes: Rev. George Terian, Debbie 
Fermanian and Rosemary Saatjian 

 

For additional information or article submissions,  
please write to:  

 

Immanuel Church  
9516 Downey Avenue,  

Downey California 90240 
 

Phone: (562) 862-7012,  
Fax: (562) 862-4748  

E-mails : pastor@immanuelacc.org,  
office@immanuelacc.org 
www.immanuelacc.org 

In Loving Memory of 
Vahan Mashikian 

Vahe & Chris Ashkarian 
Levon Baroutjian 
Anoush Birebirian 
Marie Birebirian 
Armen & Debbie Fermanian 
Violet Fermanian 
Barbara Gasparian 
Ed Kassabian 
Baghdo & Lisa Khojikian 
Vartkes Ketenjian 
Jo Ann Ohanesian 
Gayle Samarin 
Lorraine Sogomian 

 
In Celebration of the 50th 
Wedding Anniversary of 

Rev. George & Alice Terian 
Levon Baroutjian 
Jo Ann Ohanesian 
Patti Parrish 
Rosemary Saatjian 
Lorraine Sogomian 
Rev. George & Alice Terian 
 

In Loving Memory of 
Ron Dinkel 

Janeen Dinkel 
Lorraine Sogomian 
 

In Loving Memory of  
Ani Yerevanian 

Lorraine Sogomian 
 
 

In Loving Memory of  
Jack Birebirian 

Janeen Dinkel 

To strengthen the ministry of our 
church and to help nurture faith, 
stewardship and a deep sense of 
mission, we welcome the follow-
ing gifts, with thanks: 

In Loving Memory of  
Levon Birebirian 

Janeen Dinkel 
 

In Honor of  
Lillian Harootunian’s  

100th Birthday 
Jo Ann Ohanesian 
Lorraine Sogomian 
 

Lebanon Explosion-Disaster 
Relief Fund thru AMAA  

Astrid Ashkarian 
Vahe & Chris Ashkarian 
Pinky Babajian 
Levon Baroutjian 
Jean Beeson 
Anoush Birebirian 
Armen & Debbie Fermanian 
Violet Fermanian 
Barbara Gasparian 
Ed Kassabian 
Vartkes Ketenjian 
Baghdo & Lisa Khojikian 
Hrag Marganian 
Sona Minakian 
Jo Ann Ohanesian 
Patti Parrish 
Rev. George & Alice Terian 
Peter & Melanie Vetrano 
George & Marsha Zakaroff 
 

Donations 
Phyllis Hamo 
Rev. Vartkes Kassouni 


