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Mission Statement  
 

 “The Mission of IACC is to unite together be-
lievers in Jesus Christ for worship, prayer, in-
struction, fellowship, service and evangelism 
for the advancement of the Kingdom of God. 
The Church shall make the will of God, as re-
vealed through the Holy Scriptures, preemi-
nent in the lives of men individually and col-
lectively.” 

PAGE 
 

IACC’S goal is to lead people 
in a growing relationship with 
Jesus and to help them find 
their purpose in Him.  We 
know that God has a good 
plan for your life. 
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one. You do not go to bat while wearing the 
catcher’s uniform! It is interesting that in Ec-
clesiastes 3:3 and 3:5, we read of stripping 
away before adding on. The wise man says, 
“There is a time to break down, a time to build 
up. A time to cast away stones, and a time to 
gather stones.” Sometimes in life you must 
subtract before adding. When people get mar-
ried, they have to abandon the lifestyle that 
characterized them as singles. 
 

The principle that we ought to be forward 
looking is found in the Bible. In Isaiah 
43:18-19, God says, “Do not call to 
mind the former things. Behold, I will 
make something new.” At the begin-
ning of every new year, the Japanese 
open the front doors of their homes 
and sweep out the bad spirits of the 
previous year. I like the idea of sym-
bolically sweeping out the hurts and 

the mistakes of the old year. Do not let the 
horrible 2020 spoil the new 2021. Make a de-
termined effort not to waste your precious 
time by looking into the rear view mirror of 
painful circumstances. It is impossible to go 
forward by looking backward. 
 

The Apostle Paul gives us the same advice: 
“Forgetting what lies behind, I reach forward 
to what lies ahead” (Philippians 3:13). 
 
 

Rev. George Terian 
Senior Pastor 

There are several lessons that we can learn 
from the change of seasons in nature. For ex-
ample: when seasons change, often the 
changes are abrupt and accompanied by 
storms. I think life is often like that. Storms of-
ten signal a change in seasons, and not nec-
essarily a bad change. Storms usually come 
before the arrival of warmer weather. 
 

Another example is in the area of pruning 
which normally takes place just before winter. 
When we take this example and apply it to  us, 
we notice that when we are cut, it will 
take us some time before we recover 
and become productive. In John 15:2, 
we are told that the Lord prunes every 
branch that bears fruit in order to 
make it bear more fruit. We feel the 
pain of the pruning shears, however, 
the end result is always beneficial. 
 

The motto of the U.S. Marines is 
“Carpe Diem” and it is well known that this 
Latin phrase is borrowed from the Roman po-
et Horace who died just before Jesus was 
born. Latin scholars point out that the verb 
“carpe” describes the picking of fruit; there-
fore, its corresponding English verb is “to 
pluck.” So, this Latin idiom literally means 
“pluck the day when it is ripe.” The best way 
to seize the day at the end of a year is to 
close the door on the past. 
 
Before a catcher can take his turn at bat, he 
must take off his catcher’s uniform. To enter a 
new season, we must be stripped of the last 

    George Terian, Senior Pastor  
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Rev. Terian’s Thursday evening Bible Study will resume on January 

14, 2021 in observance of Christmas, New Years, and Armenian 

Christmas.   

PLEASE STAY TUNED RE-

GARDING OUR ANNI-

VERSARY BANQUET.  

WE WILL NOTIFY YOU 

WITH UPDATES. 
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WOMEN’S SPIRITUAL FELLOWSHIP ON ZOOM 

 October 24, 2020, was led Sylva Hekimian.  Her study was based on, Psalm 62:8, “Trust in Him 
at all times, O people; Pour out your heart before Him; God is a refuge for us. Selah.” 

 

 November 24, 2020, Renee Agajanian led the study on Philippians 4:6, “Be anxious for nothing, 
but in everything by prayer and supplication, with thanksgiving, let your requests be made 
known to God.” 

 

 December 19, 2020 was led by Diana Jamgotchian on the topic, “Hoping for Good News in 
2021!” and Bible verse from, Hebrews 6:19-20a, “We have this hope as an anchor for the soul, 
firm and secure.  It enters the inner sanctuary behind the curtain, where Jesus, who went be-
fore us, has entered on our behalf....” 

 

Peter & Melanie Vetrano celebrated 
their birthdays in November and De-
cember 

On Sunday, November 15, 2020, a special memorial prayer was given in 
memory of the 10th year passing of Souzi Baghdikian’s mother, Araxi. 

BIRTHDAY CELEBRATIONS 

Rev. Terian celebrated his 80th birthday 
in October. 
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APOSTLE 
 

On the journey of a lifetime, 
the harshness of the rebuke 
hurts Peter for a short time; 

 reconciles this apostle's mind. 
 

Written and submitted by 
Peter Vetrano 

 

We will continue with our efforts to keep IACC’s buildings and grounds looking their best. Our Lord 
and our congregation deserve it as do our visitors who come and praise Him with joy.  Please keep an 
eye on your surroundings and contact the church office to let them know if you see any needed repairs.  
  

1. New PVC electrical piping and wiring in the parking lot were replaced. 
2. A new roof has been installed over social hall and narthex. 
 

Melik Kumjian 
Chair,  
Board of Trustees 

We still have Anniversary 
Booklets available!  If you 
would like to purchase a 
booklet, please contact 
the church office.  $20 
donation. 

In October and November 2020, Rev. Terian produced and 
posted two, ten-minute long videos about the Artsakh conflict 
with Azerbaijan. They were well received by the Armenian 
community and were viewed by over 25,000 people on Face 
Book and YouTube. All the comments were positive.  
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Miracle Mud 

By Max Lucado 
 

“After saying this, Jesus spit on the ground, made some mud with the 

saliva, and put it on the man’s eyes” (John 9:6). Now there’s something 

you don’t expect to read in the Bible: Jesus spitting. A prayer would’ve 

seemed appropriate, perhaps a “hallelujah!” But who expected a heaven-

ly spit into the dirt? The God who sent manna and fire dispatched a blob 

of saliva. And as calmly as a painter spackles a hole in the wall, Jesus 

streaked miracle mud on the man’s eyes. 
 

Sometimes God uses the less-than-pleasant. He initiates the miracle 

through “mud moments”: layoffs, letdowns, and bouts of loneliness. Can 

you relate? If so, do not assume that Jesus is absent or oblivious to 

your struggle. Just the opposite. He is using it to reveal himself to you. 

He wants you to see him. Remember friend, you are never alone.” 
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Ann "Pinky" Babajian was born on December 6, 1944 and 
passed away on October 15, 2020. Pinky was all about 
giving. She had a great sense of humor, a great spirit, and 
a great sense of purpose. Pinky served Immanuel Armeni-
an Congregational Church as a Sunday School teacher for 
many years and was an active member on the committee 
of the Women's’ Spiritual Fellowship, a monthly Bible 
Study.  She will be missed very much.  
 
 

Vahan Mashikian was born on Novem-
ber 10, 1933 and passed away on Sep-
tember 8, 2020.  He was 87 years old.  
Although of Kessabtsi roots, he was 
born in Jaffa, Palestine. The Israeli-
Palestinian war, forced the family to flee 
to Lebanon in 1948. In Beirut he attend-
ed Central High School in Ashrefieh. In 
1956, his family immigrated to the USA. 
After six months from their arrival, Va-
han joined the armed forces and married 
his high school sweetheart, Alyce 
Dardaghanian in 1957. He was stationed 
in Germany where they were blessed 
with their first daughter Ramona. When 
the army found out about his Arabic lin-
guistic skills, he was transferred to Bei-
rut, Lebanon and became the official 
translator for the US Armed forces who 
had landed in Beirut as a peace keeping 

force, 1958-59. Upon the completion of 
his military service, the family moved to 
Oakland, CA where the twins Rhonda 
and Rene were born. After working for 
awhile, he continued his studies at Chap-
man College for his Bachelor's Degree 
and Fullerton State College for the Mas-
ter's Degree in Electrical Engineering. 
Upon his graduation, he was hired by 
Beckman Instruments Center wherein he 
designed the first cardiopulmonary in-
struments which analyzed the collected 
data. He became its marketer and trouble
-shooter, travelling around the world for 
40 years. This longevity at such a prestig-
ious company reflects on his being a val-
uable coworker and asset. He attended 
Immanuel Armenian Congregational 
Church in Downey, CA with his wife, 
Alyce, where he enjoyed the love and 
friendship if its members. Vahan leaves 
behind his wife, three daughters, four 
grandchildren and many friends and rela-
tives who describe him as suave, great 
wit, charming, tennis player, gentleman, 
legendary and most importantly as hus-
band, father and grandpa and many 
memories. May his memory be a bless-
ing to all.   
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Katherine "Kay" Seda Zoolalian (Keosian) 
was called home by the Lord on November 
18, 2020, in her home in Whittier, at the 
age of 95. She was preceded in death by 
Charles Zoolalian, her husband of 42 years, 
in 1989. 
 
Her legacy lives on through her only child, 
Christine "Chrissie" Zoolalian-Anderson, 
and her three grandchildren, John, Kathy, 
and Susan Anderson. 
 
Kay was a member of Immanuel Armenian 
Congregational Church for many years and 
served on many committees.  Always close 
to Kay's heart was her commitment to chil-
dren and Armenian Christian Ministries. A 
memorial fund, in her name, has been es-
tablished with Camp AREV, the Christian 
camping ministry of the Armenian Evangel-
ical Union of North America that both Kay 
and her beloved husband Chuck served 
with for four decades. We thank God for 
His goodness and love shown to all of us 
who were blessed and will continue to be 
blessed by Kay's life and service.  
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February 
 Women’s Spiritual Fellowship was led by Alice Terian.  

May 
 Mother’s Day Luncheon cancelled. 
 Memorial Day Picnic rescheduled for July 4th. 
 Women’s Spiritual Fellowship was led by Lena Ekmekjian on Zoom. 
 Zoom Cooking Class: Jackie Agajanian taught her recipe for “Jackie’s Butterfinger Candy”. 

April 
 Easter Service live-streamed on Facebook. 
 Women’s Spiritual Fellowship was led by Pinky Babajian on Zoom. 

January 
 Rev. George Terian was blessed as the new pastor of IACC by Rev. Berdj Djambazian, Minister 

to the AEUNA. 
 Women’s Spiritual Fellowship was led by Renee Agajanian. 
 Annual Congregation Meeting and Council Elections.  Also, first Homecoming hosted by the Ga-

briel-Gasparian-Kardashian families celebrating IACC’s 90th anniversary.  
 Cooking Class: Donna Meketarian taught her recipe for “Quiche”. 

March 
 Second Homecoming hosted by the Kasparian-Shahabian-Beeson-Kazarian families.   
 In-person Sunday Worship Service stopped due to the Covid-19 stay at home order. English and 

Armenian Worship Service began on Facebook’s live-streaming, each Sunday at 11 am and has 
continued every Sunday throughout the remainder of the year. 

 Anniversary Banquet was rescheduled to September and then again for March 2021. 
 Women’s Spiritual Fellowship was led by Sylva Hekimian on Zoom. 

October 
 Thursday night Bible Study began with Rev. Terian on Zoom.  
 Armenian Cultural Month - Rev. Terian showed the influence that the Bible has had on Armeni-

an Literature and culture throughout the ages.  
 Reformation Sunday - Rev. Terian showed how much we owe to the 16th century religious re-

formers who restored the purity and the clarity of teachings of Jesus Christ and His apostles. 
 Church’s new website was launched. 
 Women’s Spiritual Fellowship was led by Sylva Hekimian on Zoom. 
 Ladies Aid will continue to support three children in Armenia. 

June 
 Women’s Spiritual Fellowship was led by several participants on Zoom. 

July  
 Women’s Spiritual Fellowship was led by Cynthia Ketenjian on Zoom. 
 Memorial Day Picnic cancelled for this year. 

August 
 Women’s Spiritual Fellowship was led by Alice Terian on Zoom. 
 Funds collected for the victims of the explosion in Beirut, Lebanon. 

September 
 Women’s Spiritual Fellowship was led by Lisa Khojikian on Zoom. 
 Funds were collected and donated to the Armenia Fund to aid in the Artsakh/Azerbaijan war. 
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IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO SUBMIT YOUR PLEDGES AND TITHES,  

PLEASE MAIL TO THE CHURCH BEFORE YEAR END.  THANK YOU! 

November 
 Women’s Spiritual Fellowship was led by Renee Agajanian on Zoom. 
 Thanksgiving Sunday Worship Service, live-streamed. 

PASSINGS: 
Shakeh Hachikian, January 
Jack Birebirian, March 
Mary Noorigian, March 
Ron Dinkel,  March 
Art Davidian, April 
Ani Yerevanian 
Vahan Mashikian, September 
Pinky Babajian, October 
Kay Zoolalian,  November 

December 
 Donations for the AMAA’s Christmas Joy Packages program were collected. 
 Women’s Spiritual Fellowship was led by Diana Jamgotchian on Zoom 
 Christmas Sunday Worship Service, live-streamed. 

COMPLETED: 
1. Solar Motion detection lights have been installed in the parking lot with appreciation to Hrag 

Marganian. 
2. The old water heater was replaced with a new, larger quantity heater with 10 year warranty. 
3. The front monument sign was repaired. 
4. The church continues with sanitizing and deep cleaning. 
5. New electrical PVC piping and wiring in the parking lot were replaced. 
6. A new roof has been installed.  
 
IN-PROGRESS: 
1. A new A/C Heater Unit will be installed and one old unit will be repaired. 
2. Paint the interior and exterior of the church buildings.  There is extensive wood damage 

around the windows which need to be addressed immediately.  The bids range from the mid 
$14,000.00 to $20,000.00.  We will proceed with this project dependent on funding and final 
approvals. 

STAY CONNECTED: 
 

               Website: www.immanuelacc.org 
 

   Facebook: www.facebook.com,   “Immanuel Church     
   Downey”  and “Immanuel Armenian Congregational  

              Church” 
 

   YouTube: www.youtube.com, “Immanuel Armenian  
   Congregational Church”. 
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In Loving Memory of 
Pinky Babajian 

Maggie Anderson 
Greg & Gail Badalian 
Souzi Baghdikian 
Levon Baroutjian 
Earl & Florine Bradley 
Marie Birebirian 
Armen & Debbie Fermanian 
Barbara Gasparian 
Vartkes Ketenjian 
Baghdo & Lisa Khojikian 
Art & Sherri Magdesian 
Edward Makasjian Family 
Jo Ann Ohanesian 
Patti Parrish 
Gerald & Janice Roodzant 
Jesse & Marcy Sahagian and Family 
Gayle Samarin 
Sam & Rosalie Sherman 
Sirarpi Stepanian 
 

Thanksgiving Donations 
Barbara Gasparian 
Sona Minakian 

 

In Loving Memory of  
Barkev & Araxi Baghdikian 

Souzi Baghdikian 
Steve & Sylva Baghdikian 

 

In Loving Memory of  
Kay Zoolalian 

Levon Baroutjian 
Vartkes Ketenjian 
Jo Ann Ohanesian 
Patti Parrish 
Jesse & Marcy Sahagian and Family 
Gayle Samarin 
 

In Loving Memory of 
Paul Bozoian 

JoAnn Ohanesian 
 

In Loving Memory of 
Barbara Harutunian 

JoAnn Ohanesian 
 

To the Armenia Fund 
Barbara Gasparian 
George & Linda Karsdashian 
Patti Parrish 
 
 
 
 

To strengthen the ministry of our church 
and to help nurture faith, stewardship 
and a deep sense of mission, we wel-
come the following gifts, with thanks: 

Lebanon Explosion-Disaster  
Relief Fund thru AMAA  

Marie Birebirian 
Paul & Karen Sonefeldt 

 
In Honor of  

Rev. George Terian’s  
80th Birthday 

Patti Parrish 
Jo Ann Ohanesian 

 
Christmas Joy Packages 

through the AMAA 
Astrid Ashkarian 
Steve & Aida Ashkarian 
Levon Baroutjian 
Armen & Debbie Fermanian 
Sona Minakian 
Jo Ann Ohanesian 
Patti Parrish 
George & Marsha Zakaroff (in memory of 
Eddie Osepian) 

 
Christmas/December  

Appeal Donations 
Melvin & Regian Agajanian 
Maggie Anderson 
Judy Arzoian 
Vahe & Chris Ashkarian 
Souzi Baghdikian 
Levon Baroutjian 
Garabed & Nadia Bogosian 
Araxy Ekhsigian 
Barbara Gasparian 
Sam & Norma Makhanian 
Rev. Joseph & Suzie Matossian 
Patti Parrish 
Sam & Ruth Proodian 
Lucy Schlauch 
Sam & Rosalie Sherman 
Sirarpi Stepanian 
Rev. George & Alice Terian 

 
In Loving Memory of Family,  

Elisha Makrouhie and  
Abraham Apidgian 

Margaret Whalen 

 
To the General Funds 

Berj & Dawn Adrouni 
Rodney Agajanian 
Ron & Goharik Gabriel & Family 
Lillian Harootunian 
Jesse & Marcy Sahagian and Family 
Flora Sakalian 
 
 
 

In Loving Memory of Parents, 
Apkar & Eprakee Avakian and Max & 

Brenda Elmendorf 
Raymond & Shirley Elmendorf 

 

Continued 

In Loving Memory of  
Ani Yerevanian 

Jo Ann Ohanesian 
 

Continued 

In Loving Memory of  
Vahan Mashikian 

Araxy Ekhsigian 
Melik & Marlen Kumjian 
Hrag Marganian 
Sona Minakian 
Todd & Rosanna Moreland 
Patti Parrish 

 

Continued 

In Loving Memory of  
Ron Dinkel 

Marie Birebirian 
Sona Minakian 
Todd & Rosanna Moreland 
 

Continued 

In Loving Memory of  
Jack Birebirian 

Hrag Marganian 
Lydia Maljian 
Jesse & Marcy Sahagian and Family 

 

Continued 

In Loving Memory of  
Levon Birebirian 

Hrag Marganian 
Jesse & Marcy Sahagian and Family 

The quarterly publication of Immanuel 

Armenian Congregational Church.  
 

The 2021 editorial staff includes: Rev. George 
Terian, Debbie Fermanian  

and Rosemary Saatjian 
 

For additional information or article 

submissions, please write to:  
 

Immanuel Church  
9516 Downey Avenue,  

Downey California 90240 
 

Phone: (562) 862-7012 
E-mails : pastor@immanuelacc.org,  

office@immanuelacc.org 
www.immanuelacc.org 

Alyce Mashikian extends her ap-

preciation and thanks to everyone 

who made donations to IACC in 

memory of her husband, Vahan 

Mashikian. 


